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GAI.IERY
166 N. I.A BREA AVENUE
LOS ANGE.ES, CAUFORNIA 90036
323-933-5557 FAX: 323-933-2357

OTTO NATZLER Biographical Nofes and Exh i bitions

1 908

1914-27

January 31 , born in Vienna, Austria.

Schools: Elementary School, Realschule, to his surprise and over his
objections, enrolled by his mother in the Bundeslehranstalt ftlr Textilindustrie;
all in Vienna. Pursued musical studies during the same time.

Applied for admission to the master class for violin at the Academy for Music
in Vienna, but did not pass entrance examination.

Worked as textile designer in the Vienna office of FriV Schonwdlder.

Lost his job. Met Certrud Amon who got him interested in clay.
Studied at the ceramic workshop of Franz lskia for less than a year.
Established own workshop with Certrud Amon in Vienna. This was the
beginning of their collaborative work. Doing some clay modeling on his
own simultaneously, he sculpted portraits of friends and of some of his
favorite musicians. Among others, he made from memory and without
the aid of photographs portraits of Bronislav Huberman, Arturo Toscanini, and
Bruno Walter. This led, a year or two later, to his only commission as a
sculptor: a portrait head of Shirley Temple, to be done from publicity
photographs which were supplied to him. The head was intended for mass-
production of a Shirley Temple doll. [Otto believed he received the
commission because he was not interested in it and, instead of saying "no",
quoted an outrageous fee.]

Those years were marked by groping with technical difficulties in their
work, and at the same time trying to make the workshop become self-
supporting.

)une B - 22. Ausstellulg von Keramischen Gefdssen TRUDE AMON -OTTO
NATZLER (Plastik). Galerie W[irthle, Vienna, Austria. lnvitation and a review
in DER WIENER TAC, 26 June 1937.

July - September. Exhibited work in the Austrian Pavilion at the World
Exposition in Paris, France.

1927

1927-33

1 933
1934
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1935-37

1937
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March 1 1. ln the morning, a letter from the Bundesministerium frir
Handel und Verkehr notified them that theirffi *as
awarded the Medaille d'Argent [silver medal]. That same evening, the
Nazis marchedlnto Austria ana the country was officially ,nn"*6d by
Germany two days later. within days, they began securing documents
necessary to emigrate to the United states, a frustrating and time-
consuming experience.

on June 7, Gertrud Amon and otto Natzler were married in Vienna. They
left vienna on september 15, boarded an ltalian freighter in Trieste, ltaly
on september 20, and after a sea voyage that lasted nearly six weeks,
arrived in Los Angeles, california, on october 28. when they left Vienna
in 1938, they were still able to have their personal belongings shipped to
Los Angeles, among them their potter's wheel and the small electric kiln
they had used during the past four years.

Established their own workshop in their rented home in Los Angeles.
struggled to make ends meet by giving ceramic instruction to individual
students, and at the same time, tried to find a market for their work.

october 1 - 30. Bn National Ceramic Exhibition. syracuse Museum of
Fine Arts, New york; trreir entry of rive pieces *as awarded First prize.
Catalog. *) x*)

February 3 -- . 2nd CALIFORNTA CERTIC EXHtBtTtON. Los Angeles
Museum, fxpo-nion ea*, Los nngeles, California. Catalog.

November. EXHIBITION DECORATIVE ARTS. The Denver Art
Museum, Colorado. Catalo&

February 4 - 25. Contemporarv European American Decorative Arts.
The Toledo Uuseurn of Rrt, Ohio. Catalog.

Npril 29 - September 1 5. contemporary American lndustrial Art -r 940.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Ny. Catilog.

May '15 - June 25. ARTlsrs oF Los ANGELES AND vtctNlTy. First Annual
Exhibition. Los nngeles County rvruseunr. catalog. 1,' Honorable Mention.

lnvited by Dorothy Liebes to demonstrate at the Arts in Action Pavilion at
the World Exposition in San Francisco. Established a ctose retationsf,ip
with Amberg/Hirth [Ernest Amberg and Hugh Hirth] who, for the next ten
years, represented them in that city.

october 13 - November 3. The 9'h Annual National Ceramic Exhibition.
Syracuse Museum of Fine nrts, S-yracuse, Ne* yorL CatJog.-
Katherine Q. PayneAward. *) **)
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1943
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Met Reginald Poland, the director of the Fine Arts Gallery of San Diego.
First solo exhibition of their collaborative work in the U.S.A. at the FINE
ARTS CALLERY of San Diego, which became the first museum to
acquire their work for its permanent collection. x*x*)

March 15 - May 15. ARTISTS OF LOS ANGELES AND VlClNlTY.
Second Annual fxhibiUon. Los nn-geles County Museumfittog.

Were introduced to Dalzell Hatfield and his wife Ruth by William Manker, a
friend and fellow-ceramist. Hatfield later became their most important
dealer in the United States.

October '19 - November 16. CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS OF THE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE. ln Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary of the
National Ceramic Exhibition. Syracuse Museum of Fine Arts, Syracuse,
NewYork. Catalog. Purchase PrizeAward. *) **)

March 14 - April 26. ARTISTS OF LOS ANCELES AND VICINITY. Third
Annual Exhibition. Lo-s Angeles Co-unry lvtuseurn Cat"tog.

September. Exhibition of the ceramics by Gertrud and Otto Natzler at the
Fine Arts Callery, San Diego, California. Undocumented except for
review in The San Diego Union, September 6,1942. x***)

December 1942-January 1943. USEFUL OBJECTS lN WARTIME. The
Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY. lllustrated catalog.

Original Ceramics by Certrud and Otto Natzler. 4 page illustrated
brochure. Dalzell Hatfield Calleries, Los Angeles, California

March 14 - May 2. THE ARTISTS OF LOS ANCELES AND VlClNlTY.
The Fourth Annual E.hibitiorl.s nn-geles County Museum. Catalog

During the war, Otto worked in several essential jobs, such as plaster
pattern maker at a plant making airplane parts, and for nearly a year, as a
dental technician. During that time, he was able to pursue his ceramic
activities only during evenings and on weekends.

Exhibition at the San Francisco Museum of Art. Undocumented except for
a review in WORLD OF ART AND MUSIC, San Francisco Chronicle,
October 3,1g43.

Gertrud and Ouo became citizens of the United States.

Solo exhibition at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
[Undocumented.]

1944
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1946

1947

1948
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February 1 1 - March 19. CONTEMPORARY AMERTCAN CRAFTS. The
Baltimore Museum of nrt,Taryland. tlltrstrated catalo&

November 24 - 31 December. Exhibition - Ceramics by Natzlers.
Lilienfeld Calleries, New York, NY. lll,rstr;ted bto.l^'*".

November 26 - December 25. 1945 PRIZE WINNERS. Dalzell Harfield
Galleries, Los Angeles, California- lllustrated catalog.,

Purchased a small home with a guest house in the then rural Hollywood
Hills. This guest house became their studio from then on.

March-April. Major exhibition, together with Maija Crotell. The Art
lnstitute of Chicago, lllinois. No documentation except for reviews in
Chicago Tribune, March 12,1946 and Ceramic lndustry, April, 1946.

June 
'18 - July 14. CERAMICS OTTO & CERTRUD NATZLER -WAIERCOTORS Oatzelt Hatfieta

Galleries, Los Angeles, California. lllustrated catalog.

October 13 - 26. Four Potters of California. Art Callery, School of
Architecture and nttiea nrts, Uniuersity of Oregon, Eugene. Catalog.

November 3 - December 1 5. 1 
'l'h National Ceramic Exhibition. Laughlin

Prize Award. Syracuse Museum of f ine nrts, Ne* VorL Crtatog. *lx*1

March 1B - April 6. SECOND BI-ANNUAL CERAMIC
Scr i pps Co I I ege, C I arerno nt, Ca I' for n i 

"-Catt 
og.-

EXHIBITION.

August 1-31. SUMMER POTTERY FESTIVAL. Dalzell Hatfield Galleries,
Los Angeles, California. lllustrated brochure.

November 9 - December 7. 12'h National Ceramic Exhibition. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New Yorlc Catatog. .) ..)

100 USEFUL OBJECTS OF FINE DESIGN 1947. 6 page brochure. The
Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY.

May. First of a series of exhibitions at James Crissey, Seattle,
Washington. [The Seattle Times, May 18, 1948.]

ARTS AND CRAFTS. 1948 Exhibition. Catalog. California State Fair,
Sacramento, Cal ifornia.

November 7 - December 12. 13'h National Ceramic Exhibition. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New Vorlc Catatog. x) *x) 

-February 1-27. Second Biennial Exhibition of Cgnle[po1qlyTextiles
and Ceramics. Museum of Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan. Catalog.

1949
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1949 April 16 - May 15. Decorative Arts & Ceramics Exhibition. The Wichita
Art Association, Kansas. Brochure.

1949 Arts Exhibition. California State Fair, Sacramento. Catalog.

May 3 -June 16. DESICN lN THE LIVINC ROOM. San Francisco
Museum of Art, California. Brochure.

July. First exhibition at Contemporary House, Dallas, Texas. [The Dallas
Morning News, July B, 1949.1

September '11 - November 20. An Exhibition for Modern Liviqg The
Detroit lnstitute of Arts, Michigan amo&

October 30 - December 4. 14th National Ceramic Exhibition. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New vork-.

1951 February. CERAMIC SHOW. The University of Nebraska. lllustrated
brochure.

April 1 - 29. The work of contemporarv AMERICAN CRAFTSMEN.
University of lllinois at Urbana. Brochure.

March 20 - April 25. lndustrie und Handwerk schaffen Neues
Hausgeraet in USA. Landesgewerbemuseum, Stuttgart, Germany.
I t l ri-trut"a .a-a I osl i n C er m a nl .

1 951 ART EXHIBITION. California State Fair. Sacramento. Catalog.

March 3 - 25. 3'd Biennial Exhibition of Textiles & Ceramics. Museum of
the Cranbrook ncad".y of nrt, gloornfiela ftilts, tUicnifrrt Catalog.

1951 June 4 - August 30. 34 AMERICAN ARTISTS. The University Callery-
Department of Art-University of Minnesota, Minneapolis. Brochure.

September 14 - 30. ARTS AND CRAFTS, PAINTINC AND SCULPTURE.
Los Angeles County Fair. Pomona, California. Catalog.

November 4 - December 2. 16th CERAMIC. NATIONAL. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New York. C"tr6& .) ..)

1952 28 February - 23 March. DESICN FOR USL USA. Obiets usuels
selectionn6s pel le trtg5gg-d2A MilArg d9 Nety Y;rk-lxte Salon des
Arts Menagers. Crand-Palais, Paris. lllustrated catalog.

ART. '1952 California State Fair, Sacramento. Catalog.

SCULPTURE / CERAMICS / WEAVINC. University of Wisconsin,
Ir4rd'so".'Cat"i"t-
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1952 September 12 - 28. 6000 YEARS ART lN CLAY. Los Angeles County
Fair, Pomona, California. lllustrated catalog.

1953 February 14 - March 15. FOURTH BIENNIAL EXHIBITION OF TEXTILES
AND CERAMICS. Museum of Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield
H'il ll tr4 rcnrgan 

-Catalog.

CERAMICS. CERTRUDAND OTTO NATZLER. Dalzell Hatfield
6Gnes, Los n'Ueres, C;fAnia tllustrated brochure.

Solo exhibition at the La Jolla Art Center. [Undocumented.]

The Artists in vour Life. California State Fair Art Exhibit Sacramento.
Catalog.

1954 Solo exhibition at the Cincinnati Art Museum. [Undocumented.]

ART. California State Fair and Exposition. Sacramento. Catalog.
October 24 - November 28. 1B'h CERAMIC_ NATIONAL. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New Yorlc Cad6& -) -.)

1955 Solo exhibitions at the Joslyn Art Museum, Omaha, Nebraska, and the
Springfield Art Museum, Missouri. [Undocumented.]

"Design for You" ART. California State Fair and Exposition 1955.
Sacramento. Catalog.

1955 CALIFORNIA DESICNED. Long Beach Municipal Art Center, in
.ollaborat'o" *ith tl-re lrt. H. deVoung Memorial Museum, San Francisco,
California. Circulated nationally by the American Federation of Arts,
New York. lllustrated catalog.

)une 21 -25. PREMIER FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL DE LA
CERAMIQUE. Palais des Festivals, Cannes, France. lllustrated catalog.

June 1 3 - August 3. 61't Western Annual. Denver Art Museum, Colorado.
Catalog.

First of several showings at Bonniers, New York.

1956 ARTS. California State Fair and Exposition 1956. Sacramento. Catalog.

1956-60. Worked as Artists-in-Residence at the Brandeis lnstitute in
Santa Susana, California. There, with more space and a much larger kiln,
Certrud threw a number of large pots. Otto, for the first time in years,
worked with clay, producing some slab-constructed sculpture, and also
several menorahs.
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1957
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May 1 7 - )une 17. NATZLER CERAMICS. Dalzell Hatfield Calleries,
Los Angeles, Califo-ia tllrstrated brochure.

June 1 1 - July 30. 62^d Annual for Western Artists. Denver Art Museum,
Colorado. lllustrated catalog.

September 20 - November 4. Craftsmanship in a Changing World.
Museum of Contemporary Crafts, New VorL, NV-. Cat-atog. xxx;

November 4 - December 2. 19'h CERAMIC NATIONAL. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New York flnitea States potters' Association
Purchase Prize Award. lllustrated catalog. x) **)

California State Fair and Exposition. Sacramento. Purchase Award.
Catalog.

ARTISANS - TECHNICIENS AUX ETATS-UNIS. Craftsmarphlp in a
ffinion of us. indnstry ard;rafrsJ\4usee d'Rrt
Moderne de la Ville de Paris, France. lllustrated catalog [in French].

July 9 - September 7. 64'h Annual for Western Artists. Denver Art
Museum, Colorado. Catatog.

1958 ARTS. CaliforniaState Fair and Exposition. Sacramento. Catalog.

October 26 - December 7. XX CERAMIC INTERNATIONAL. Syracuse
Museum of Fine Arts, New Vort rcry Coffi [Purchase
Prize Awardl. lllustrated catalog. x) **)

NATZLER. Dalzell Hatfield Galleries. 12 page illustrated catalog with an
essay by Otto Natzler.

November/December. NATZLER. The Jewish Museum, New York, NY.
lllustrated catalog.

Amerikanische Keramik. Eine Ausstel lung des U.S. lnformationsdienstes
Selected by tl-re Rrnerican-Craftment fducatlon-al CorrrrciL tnternation-rl
Congress for Contemporary Ceramics. Ostende. lllustrated catalog.

5 July - 5 October. LA CERAMIQUE CONTEMPORAINE. Mus6e des
Beaux-Arts, Ville d'Ostende. lllustrated catalog [French].

January - February 1959. Travel abroad, with solo exhibitions in lsrael.

1 959
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1959 January 3 - 20. CERAMICS BY NATZLER. Bezalel National Museum,
Jerusalem, Israel. lllustrated brochure [in Hebrew and English]. Poster.

January 24 -31. CERAMICS BY NATZLER. The Museum of Modern Art,
Haifa, lsrael. lllustrated poster in Hebrew and Englishl.

4 April - 3 May. Keramik von Gertrud und Otto Natzler.
unstgewerbemuseum , Zurich, Switzerland. 12 page illustrated catalog and
poster. [n Cerman]

September - October. Solo exhibition. Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam.
IUndocumented.]

CALIFORNIA DESICNED. The Municipal Art Center, Long Beach, in
collaborat,'on *ltl'' tl"'e Oakland Art Museum, California. lllustrated catalog.

15 November - 5 December. The Saint Paql Callery 5'h Biennial / FIBER-
CLAY-METAL. The Saint Paul Callery an-d School of nrt. Catalog.

1960 Nominated Life-Fellows lnternational lnstitute of Arts and Letters, Zurich,
Switzerland.

FORMS FROM THE EARTH / lOOO YEARS OF POTTERY IN AMERICA.
tttrserm of Conterpor*y Cia-fts, New \rort , NV. ttt,rstrated catalog-
portfolio. xx*)

january. AMERIKAANSE KERAMIEK. Nationaal Bouwcentrum.
Antwerp, Belgium. Catalog.

February 7 - 28. ARIS OF SOUfHERN CALIFORNIA - y/ / CERAMICS.
Long Beach Museum of Art, and circulated under the auspices of the
Western Association of ArtMuseums. lllustrated catalog.

17 - 27 February. MODERNE AMERIKANSK KERAMIK. Kopenhagen,
Denmark. Catalog.

Collaborated with Edward J. Wormley, chief-designer of Dunbar Furniture
Corporation, to design and produce tiles for use as inlays in furniture and
hardware.

World Exposition, Brussels, Belgium. United States Pavilion.

Solo exhibition at the Cincinnati Art Museum. [Undocumented.]

13 November - B January 1961. XXI CERAMIC NATIONAL. Everson
Museum of Art, Syracuse, New York. Syracuse China Corporation Prize
Award. lllustrated catalog. x)
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1961 Solo exhibition at Tulane University, New Orleans. [Undocumented.]

May 20 - June 25. Dedication Exhibition / KRANNERT ART MUSEUM.
University of lllinois, Urbana. Catalog.

June 1 4 - )uly 24. THE RED CLAZE. An Exhibition of new Ceramics by
Certrud and Otto Natzler. Dalzell Hatfield Calleries, Los Angeles,
Cal''fo*i". Illustrated brochure.

1962 April 8 - 15. Preview of United States Entry in the 3RD INTERNATIONAL
EXHIBITION OF CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS to ne neta ln erague,
Czechoslovakia. Smithsonian I nstitution, Wash ington. Catalog I isting.

1962 Amerikanische Keramik 1960/62. lnternationale Keramik-Ausstellung,
Prague, Czechoslovakia. The American contribution to this exhibition was
assembled by the Smithsonian lnstitution, Washington, DC.
lllustrated catalog. Silver Medal Award.

ART. California State Fair and Exposition. Sacramento. Catalog.

Novbmber 4 - December 30. 22F CERAMIC NATIONAL. A Survev of
Contemporary Ceramics in the United States and Canada. Everson
Museum of Art, Syracuse, New York. lllustrated catalog. *)

December 4 - January 8, 1963. !!y Today. The New Callery,
Department of Art, School of Fine Arts, State University of lowa, Des
Moines. lllustrated catalog-portfolio. THE A. A. D'AMICO COLLECTION.
Pottery and Ceramics.

1963 February 3 - 28. University of Maine Art Gallery, Orono. Catalog.

February 1 1 - March 6. First National lnvitational Ceramic Exhibition. Art
Callery, San Jose State College, California. Brochure.

April 13 - June 9. Ceramics by GERTRUD AND OTTO NATZLER. The
Art lnstitute of Chicago, lllinois. Catalog listing.

April 14 - May 12. An Exhibition of Art Obiects collected !y the Faculty of
the Universitu of lllinois, Urbana. Krannert Art Museum, Urbana, lllinois.
Catalog.

)uly 2 - August 18. Ceramics by CERTRUD AND OTTO NATZLER.
San Francisco Museum of Art, California. July 1963 calendar, illustrated.
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1964
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1966
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Solo exhibition at the Saint Paul Art Center.

22 November - 2 January 1964. Ceramics / Gertrud and Otto Natzler.
Museum of Contemporary Crafts, New York, NY. lllustrated brochure.

Medical examination revealed that Certrud had cancer.

March. Own Your Own Exhibition. Denver Art Museum. Brochure.

22 May - 1 3 September. The American Craftsman. The Museum of
Contemporary Crafts, New-York NY. Catalog. **)

November. Seventh Biennial FIBER / CLAY / METAL U.S.A. '1964. Saint
PauI Art Center-rttinnesota. tttusttatea catato-g.

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF CONTEMPORARY CERAMIC ART.
T"ky.Jrp*, .rU l rstrrt"a .atut og"

November 14 - January 3, 1965. 23d CERAMIC NATIONAL. Everson
Museum of Fine Arts, Syracuse, New York. lllustrated catalog. *)

March 20 -April 25. CALIFORNIA CRAFTS lV /1965. 1965 lnvitational.
Crocker Art Gallery, Saour"nto, California illustrated catalog.

March 28 - May 9. CALIFORNIA DESICN / NINE. Pasadena Art
Museum, California. Catalog.

June 4 - September 12. COLLECTOR: Obiect / Environment. The
Museum of Contempora@Y. lll,.rstrated catalog. ***)

October 10 - November 14. Selections from the Work of CALIFORNIA
ARTISTS. San Antonio Art League. Witte tvtennorial lvtrse,rrn;*
Antonio, Texas. lllustrated catalog.

April 30 - May 22. OWN YOUR OWN EXHIBITION. Denver Art Museum,
Colorado. Catalog.

May 2 - June 30. CERAMIC ARTS U.S.A. 1966. Division of Ceramics
and Class, Smithsonian lnstitution, Washington, DC. lllustrated catalog.

15 June - 14 August. THE CERAMIC WORK OF CERTRUD AND OTTO
NATZLER. A Retrospective Exhibition. Los Angeles County Museum of
nrt. t-ytton Callery. An extensive catalog was fublished by the museum
with photographs byJulius Shulman. ln connection with that exhibition,
the Los Angeles County Museum commissioned a 15 minute
documentary. The film, The Ceramic Art of the Natzlers, was produced by
Edmund Penney.
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1966 November 6 - December 31 . 24'h CERAMIC NATIONAL. Everson
Museum of Fine Arts, SyracrsuJe* York. tllustrated catalog. *)

CALIFORNIA CRAFTSMEN. California Arts Commission. Pasadena Art
Museum, California. lllustrated catalog.

November 1B - December 31. NATZLER. Rosequist Calleries, Tucson,
Arizona. lllustrated brochure.

1967

1 968

1969

1970

April 9 - May 14. First Survev of Contemporarv American Crafts.
University Art Museum. The University of Texas, Austin. Catalog.

First of two exhibitions at Neiman/Marcus in Dallas, Texas.

January 9 - February 11. THE CERAMIC WORK OF GERTRUD AND
OTTO NATZLER. Palm Springs Desert Museum, California. lllustrated
b,rochrre.

The same exhibition was shown at Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma,
Washington. [U ndocumented.]

16 September - 16 October. The Ceramic Work of Certrud & Otto
Natzler. Caleria del Sol, Vtontecito, Catifornia f ttustr-atea nroch*e.

AMERICAN STUDIO POTTERY. Victoria and Albert Museum, London,
E 

" 
g I a 

" 
d J il u-s tr. a te d c a ta I o g

January 27 -February 15. GERTRUD AND OTTO NATZLER - MOBILES
AND CERAMICS. Rosequist Calleries, Tucson, Arizona.
lllustrated brochure.

April B - 24. Fhe Ceramic Art of Certrud and Otto Natzler.
Neiman/Marcus, Dallas, Texas.

OBJECTS:USA. The Johnson Collection of Contemporary Crafts. A
travelling exhibition assembled by Lee Nordness for Johnson Wax
Corporation. lllustrated brochure.

Certrud and Otto Natzler exhibition at Cartier in New York.

January 15 - February 15. NATZLER CERAMICS. The Ceorge Walter
Vincent Smith Art Museum, Springfield, Massachusetts. Catalog. This
exhibition also shown at the Boliou Callery - Carleton College, Northfield,
Minnesota.
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1970 April 5 - May 15. lgT0lnvitational Decorative Arts and Ceramics
Exhibition. Wichita Art Association, Kansas. Catalog.

ln November, during the opening of a small exhibition of their ceramics at
the Tidepool Callery in Malibu, Cail Reynolds showed up and introduced
herself. She told Certrud and Otto that she was inspired by their work
when she saw their retrospective exhibition at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art in '1955.

1970 lt was mid-November, they had just returned from a three week stay in
Yosemite, and Certrud felt remarkably well. She returned to her studio and, for
the next two months, in an out-pouring of energy, produced over two hundred
pots of her best work ever. Another large exhibition was planned at the
deYoung Museum in San Francisco for the summer of 1971, which may have
sparked that wave of creativity.

November 14 - January 3, 1971. CERAMIC 70 PLUS WOVEN FORMS.
Everson Museum of Fine Arts, Syracuse, New York. lllustrated catalog.

1971 ln early February, Certrud's condition took a turn for the worse, her work
schedule became very irregular. The earthquake on February 9 was a
frightening experience; ceramics came crashing down from shelves, and it
seemed as if their life's work was lost. Miraculously, they lost only five
pieces of the many stored in various parts of their house on that day.

February 1 1 - March 7. Second lnvitational Contemporary Crafts Show.
Hathorn Callery, Skidmore College, Saratoga Spnrlgs, New yorL
Catalog.

March 14 - April 25. California Design Eleven. Pasadena Art Museum,
California. Catalog.

April 3 - 6. Certrud used the potter's wheel for the last time. John Loengard of
LIFE Magazine was there to shoot a number of studies of her at the wheel.
Certrud saved two pieces from that session; they were the last ones she made.
Too weak to work at the wheel, Certrud worked on fabric appliques, using mill
ends of textiles given her by Rudi Cernreich and other friends. Many of these
collages have deep meaning relating to her illness.

June 3. Certrud died of cancer.

****x
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1971 )uly 24 -September 6. THE cERAMtc woRK oF GERTRUD AND orro
NATZLER. A retrospective exhibition fi4.H. AeVounS Memoriul /\4ur"r*,
San Francisco. 74 pp illustrated catalog with photographs by Max yavno and
ei ght other photographers.

August 19. At a reception given for Otto at the museun1 he met Gail
Reynolds again. They spoke briefly and agreed to meet after they both
returned to Los Angeles.

Cail taught school and used her free time to do sculpture in the living room of
her cottage in Santa Monica Canyon. She cleverly divided the room by
putting her up-right piano in the center and a tall bookcase at right angle to it .

Thus the space facing the keyboard became the living area, whiie behlnd the
piano was her bronze finishing workbench. Next to it was a smaller work table
with a lot of wax sculptures in various stages of completion. Otto suggested
that Cail move her wax modeling table to his now deserted worksho[-and
work there whenever she wanted, thus not cramp the rather limited space of
her living quarters. Cail accepted his invitation and, from December on,
worked in the 'clay room' of Otto's studio while he worked in the adjoining
'glaze room'on mobiles, something he had done on and off since the early
50s. He still could not bring himself to work on ceramics, though there were
probably two hundred pieces Certrud had thrown which were not even bisque-
fired.

1972 April 16 - May 13.
OTTO NATZLER.

A femorial showing of the works of CERTRUD AND
Little Gallery, Birmingham, Michigan. lllustrated 6rochure.

1973

November 2. with Gail's insistence and encouragement, otto returned to
his workshop and began the completion of certrud's unfinished work. It
seemed important to Gail to photograph the first brush stroke of glaze on
one of certrud's last pots. This first photograph began cail's evolving
documentation of Otto's ceramic work.

March 3 -24. GERTRUD AND OTTO NATZLER. A Selecrion of 50
p i eces fro * @q u i st c a r r er Gs, r.., csor', Ar-izon a.
lllustrated brochure.

)uly 27 to october 22. FORM AND FIRE-Narzler Ceramics 1939-1972.
A retrospective exhibition of their collaEoratire *ork at tl-,e nen*,ck Callery in
washington, DC. Max Yavno did most of the photography for the 120 pp
catalog published by the Smithsonian lnstitution press.

september 7, otto married cail Reynolds in Bridgeport, California.

First beginnings of otto's return to work with clay, concentrating on slab
construction tech n iq ue.

1974



1975

1977

1978

1979

Solo exhibition of Natzler Ceramics from private and public collections of
the Northwest at the Contemporary Crafts Gallery, portland, oregon.

March 4 - 25. NATZLER CERAMICS. The contemporary crafts Gallery,
Portland, Oregon. lllustrated brochure.

April B -June 29. X. A Decade of Collecting/
County Museum of n[ tttr-,strat"a *t"6&

1965-197s. Los Angeles

october 4 - November 13. NATZLER. The ceramics of certrud and otto
Natzler 11971-1977, a selection of *ork by Certrud completed after her death
by ottol; The ceramics of otto Natzler [1977, the first public showing of his
solo workl; and a selection of color photographs by cail Reynolds Natzler of
ceramic process, and details of glazes. craft and Folk Art Museum, Los
Angeles, california. lllustrated catalog with photography by cail Reynolds
Natzler.

November 25 - December 3 1. NATZLER. The same exhibition shown at
the Scottsdale Art Center for the Artl7riZna.

November 16 - December 30. From Qlepn private collections.
Portland Art Museum, Oregon. lllusfiGA;at;6& -
January 1 9 - February 17. NATZLER. The same exhibition shown at the
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff.

summer. CRAFT ART AND RELlcloN The vatican Museum, Rome,
ttaly. sponsored uv rne smithsonian lnstitution. lllustrated caialog.

August 22 - October 1. The Potter's Art in California: 1BB5 - '1955.

The Oakland Museum, California.lllustrated catatoS

May 21 - June 30. orro NATZLER / Ceramic constructions. lncluded
were color photographs or glaze aeraii-bt diT R$oEs Natz ler. Triangle
Gallery, San Francisco, California. lllustrated poster.

A centurv of ceramicq in the United states 1878-1978. Everson Museum
of Arr lllu-trateo catatog ntso sno*n at tnE n"^ri.t cailery,
Smithsonian lnstitution, Washington, DC; Cooper-Hewitt Museum,
New York, NY; Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, OH.

November 29 - February 24,1980. Ceramics from the Museum,s
Permanent Collection. Los Angeles County, fr4useumJf nrt. fr4rseum calendar,
November 1979.
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March 2 - April 13. Selections from the Collection of George M. lrwin.
Krannert Art Museum, University of lllinois, Urbana. Catalog.

Southern California Ceramics: The Post-World War ll Renaissance,
1945-1960. An exhibition with Laura Andreson and Harrison Mclntosh.
Los Angeles County Museum of Art. [No documentation.]

April 25 - August 2. CENTERINC ON CONTEMPORARY CLAY.
American Ceramics_ from the Joan Mannheimer Collection The University
of to*a mrseu," of nrr C-atalog.

September 16 - October 3. NATZLER. Recent Work 1977-81. The first
of several exhibitions at the Franz Bader Catlery, Wasf,'nglon, O.C. included
color photographs of glaze close-ups by Cail Reynolds Natzler. Color poster.

November. OTTO NATZLER: CERAMIC CONSTRUCTIONS. Robert L.

Kidd Associates/ Calleries, Birmingham, Michigan. lncluding color detail of
glazes by Cail Reynolds Natzler. lllustrated poster.

February. OTTO NATZLER / Ceramic Constructions. Rosequist
Calleries, Tucson, Arizona. lllustrated pamphlet.

July 9 - August 20. CONTEMPORARY CLAY / 20 ARTISTS Monterey
Peninsula Mur"u* of Art, CahforniaJttustratea crtulos.

January 31 - February 9. NATZLER Af 75. A maior exhibition of recent
works by internationallv acclaimed ceramist Otto Natzler, including
photographs by Cail Reynolds Natzler. Louis Newman Calleries,
Beverly Hills, California. lllustrated brochure.

April 20 - May 7.

sculpture. Franz
OTTO NATZLER Af 75 / an exhibition of recent ceramic
Bader dilery, W"rnGtbru DC-Color" port*

November 20 - January 29, 1984. CONTEMPORARY ARTIFACTS 1983.
National Museum of American Jewish History, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Catalog.

1984 )uly 24 - August 26. ART lN CLAY. Evolution / Revolution / Continuation.
1950's to 1980's in Southern California. Los Angeles Municipal Callery,
Cat iforn ia. f t t rrstra-ted catalog

July 19 - August 2. MASTER WORKS-Kris Cox / Harrison Mclntosh/
Otto Natzler/ Paul Soldner. Louis Newman Calleries, Beverly Hills,
C, t i for n i a. t t lu-strated catal og.
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1985 May B - 25. OTTO NATZLER / Ceramic Sculpture 1983-1985. tncluded were
photograpns nV Cait nelrnotas-Natzlen East coast introduction of Gail's Iimited
edition portfolio OTTO NATZLER CERAMIC SCULPTURE. Franz Bader
Gallery, Washington, DC. Color poster.

THE VESSEL AND ITS METAPHOR: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CERrylll tgsutgas@allery 1rrom the
collectton of th" L* A"geles County Llrr"r, of Artl.

1986 Exhibition of recent work, a group of ceramics by Certrud and Otto
Natzler, and photographs by Cail Reynolds Natzler. The Jordan-Volpe
Callery, New York City. [Undocumented.]

June 1 -12. orro NATZLER. Recent Ceramics / with Selected
photographs bv cail Rerrnolds &lzlgl Lo'rir Newrn-an calleries,
Beverly Hills, California. lllustrated catalog.

OCtObCr 26 - March 22. CRAFT TODAY-POETRY OF THE PHYSICAL.
American Craft Museur, Ne* Y@-catalog 4;*.;r.r,
in the US and Europe.

1987 April 1 4 - May 2. OfTO NATZLER-Ceramic Sculpture. Franz Bader Sculpture
Callery,Washingto-nDc-iiiustratedbrochure.

September 17 - December 31. Earth and Spirit: OTTO NATZLER AT 80.
Exhibition of Judaica 1937-1987. lncluding collaborative work with
Certrud Natzler, and a series of cibachrome color photographs of glaze
details by cail Reynolds Natzler. skirball Museum, Los Angeles,
California. lllustrated catalog.

September 20 - January 3, 1988. THE ELOeUENT OBJECT / The
Evolution of American Art in Craft Media since 1945. The Phihrook
Museum of Art, Tulsa, Oklahoma. Book. Edited by Marcia Manhart and
Tom Manhart. lllustrated.

19BB November 10 - January B, 1989. AMERICAN STUDIO CERAMTCS 1g2O-
1950. University Art Museum, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis.
lllustrated catalog. x)

1989 April 1 1 - May 6. NATZLER. An exhibition of ceramic constructions by
Otto Natzler, Agq N4/gl;a
photoerdphs by Cail Revnolds Natzlerl Sr*r C**ay C-*rott-cutterla
Ceorgetown, Washington, DC. Color poster.

1989 OTTO NATZLERAND RUDOLPH STAFFEL. Recentwork. Pewabic
Pottery, Detroit, Michigan.
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certr.ud ald 9tt9 Natzler; Ceramics from the collection of peggy deSalle.
Cranbrook Academy of Art/Museum, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.

November 19 - January 21, 1990. CONTEMPORARY ARTTFACTS.
National Museum of American je*
Pennsylvania. ll lustrated catalog.

May 25 -June 30. NATZLER / recent ceramic works !y Otto Natzler /
photographs by qqil-Bgyng[9!9 5qtzlgl Coururier calGrv, ros nnseles,
California. lllustrated brochure.

Nominated Fellow, American Crafts Council.

October 5-27. NATZLER. A Half Cenlylaof Ceramic Art. tncluding a
series of Cibachronres by Giil neynolds Natzler. I\4OA Art Callery, i'os
Angeles, California. Illustrated brochure.

March 7 - April6. Otto Natzler. lncluding photographs by Cail Reynolds
Natzler. Helen Orutt Callery/New York, New york. lllustrated invitation.

DEGENERATE ART: The Fate of the Avant-Garde in Nazi Cermanv. Los
Angebs county rr,luseum or n-rq catirornia; rne nrt lnstitute o-f chicago,
I I I inois; Smithson ian lnstitution/lnternational Cal lery, Washi ngton, DC;
Deutsches Historisches Museum, Staatliche Museen Preussischer
Kulturbesitz, Berlin, Germany.

May 7-June 22. otto Natzler/Ceramic sculpture. certrud & otto Natzler/
Ceramic Vesse/s. Cail Revnolds NatzlerlPhotographs. Susan Conway
Gallery, Washington, DC. lllustrated brochure.

Otto Natzler: Earth, [19 Water and Wind. lncluding photographs by Cail
Reynolds Natzler, among them a series of historic documentation black-
and-white vintage prints. Klutznick Museum, B'nai B'rith lnternational,
Washington, DC. lllustrated catalog with an introduction by Ori Z. Soltes.
Video-tape.*

California Legacv: Concepts in Clay. Long Beach and Palos Verdes Art
Center, California.

MASTER WORKS 1992. Louis Newman Galleries, Beverly Hills,-;lifornd-tffitFer and Child - The Survivors, Bronze,l 936.1 lllustrated
catalog.

August 31 - Februarv ?-1993. CLAY 1925-1975: POTTERS TO
ARTISTS. 40 works from the collection of the Los Angeles County
tr4useum of Art. Pacific Design Center, Los Angeles, dalifornia.
[Documentation: The Magazine of Los Angeles County Museum of Art,
July/August 1992.)

1992
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September 24 - October B. OTTO NATZLER / Recent Ceramics. Louis
Newman Galleries, Beverly Hitts, Cutifo*iu- itt,,rtratea broahrr" with an
essay by Peter Clothier.

January 17 - April25. From the [1g Three Exhibitions in Clav: LYRTCAL
VESSELS. Palo Alto Cultural Center, Palo Alto, California. lllustrated
brocl-r,.rre.

January 25 - March 19. EXHIBITIONS. Ceramics & Class from the
1950's & 60's. Natzler, m-er Aabbidge
t-inrary.U-nirersity of Connecticut, Storn f IIustrated brochure.

March 12 - April 1 7. EXILES in Angeltown. An exhibition of art, design,
literature and music by European emigr6s in Los Angeles 1920-1960.
Steve Turner Callery, Los Angeles CA., 1993 Los Angeles lnternational.

July 14 - October 10. CERTRUD AND OTTO NATZLER
Col laboration/Sol itude. R retrospecti* 

"*n 
iUiti,ln crrrated by Janet

ffiMuseum,NewYorkNY.lllustratedcatalogwith
an introduction by Janet Kardon, an essay by Peter Clothier, and an interview of
Otto with Ruth Bowman. B0 B&W and 1 7 color reproductions; 96 pp.

July 12 - October 2. NATZLER / Constructions !y Otto Natzler /
Collaborative works bV by GaiI
nffiotat N-rtzter. gabcock Calleries-tlew Yo* Ny. lllustrated inritation.

August 21 - )anuary 17, 1994. HEIRLOOMS OF THE FUTURE -
Masterworks of West Coast American Designer/Craftsmen. Mingei
lnternailonalMu-seum-of Wortaf ottWtrateJCatalog.

September 29 - November 6. Certrud and Otto Natzler - Ceramic
Vessels: A Survev of Work, lgl}-nll t-otto--lru_
Constructions / Photographs of Otto Natzler and his work !y Cail
Rer"olds l.latzler. n sar, Con-*uy Cuttery at-Clackens House,
Washington DC. lllustrated invitation.

)uly 7 - October 26. NATZLERKERAMIKEN 1935-1990. A retrospective
Exhibition of the l3tyEh giry-_ vi"l""
in collaboration with the American Craft Museum, New York. lncluding 29
pf'otogr"pf" Uy Cail-nevnolds NatzlerJudlsches vLrseu-m der Studt -
Wien, Austria. lllustrated poster; illustrated catalog [German; 137 pp.,
28 B&W and 61 color reproductions.l

May 30 - July 5. Gertrud & Otto Natzler [with Gale Antokal, pastels],
gallery 10'h Anniversary Exhibition, Couturier Callery, Los Angeles,
California. Illustrated brochure.

1997
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2000 May 19 - July 1,20OO. Gertrud & Otto Natzler: A 50 Year Survey. Couturier
Callery, Los Angeles, California.

2003 May 16 - July 2,2003. Gertrud & Otto Natzler- Ceramic Cenius; with Gail
Reynolds Natzler .Otto Natzler At Work" (photographs). Couturier

Gallery, Los Angeles, California.

x) Exhibition circuit to several other U.S. museums.
**) Now: Everson Museum of Fine Arts.
x**) Now: American Craft Museum.
*xx*) Now: San Diego Museum of Art.
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CERTRUD & OTTO NATZLER

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS

American Craft Museum, New York City *
Arizona State University/University Art Museum, Tempe, Arizona
The Art lnstitute of Chicago, lllinois
Baltimore Museum of Art, Maryland
Birger Sandzen Memorial Gallery, Lindsborg, Kansas
The Brooklyn Museum, New York
California State Fair, Sacramento, California
Cincinnati Art Museum, Ohio
Cooper-Hewitt Museum, National Museum of Design,

Smithsonian lnstitution, New York City
Cranbrook Academy of Art, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, California
Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, Texas
Des Moines Art Center, lowa
Detroit lnstitute of Arts, Michigan
M.H. de Young memorial Museum, San Francisco, Califorrria
Everson Museum of Art, Syracuse, New York
Fine Arts Callery of San Diego, California
Fort Worth Museum of Art, Texas
Honolulu Academy of Art, Hawaii
Houston Museum of Fine Arts, Texas
The Jewish Museum, New York City x

Joslyn Art Museurn, Omaha, Nebraska
Kantonales Cewerbemuseum, Bern, Switzerland
Krannert Art Museum, University of lllinois, Urbana, lllinois
Staatliche Museen Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Kuntsgewerbemuseum, Berlin, Germany
La Crosse State College, lndiana
Long Beach Museum of Art, Long Beach, California
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles, California x

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City
Mills College Art Callery, Oakland, California
Minnesota Museum of Art, St. Paul, Minnesota
Museo lnternazionale delle Ceramiche, Faenza, ltaly
Museum Bel lerive, Zurich, Switzerland
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Massachusetts
The Museum of Modern Art, New York City *

National Museum of American Art, Smithsonian lnstitution, Washington, D.C.
National Museum of American History, Smithsonian lnstitution, Washington, D.C.
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, Missouri
Newark Museum, New Jersey
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NATZLER: M USEUM COIIECTIONS (continued)

Northwestern University, Evanston, lllinois
The Oakland Museum, California
Oesterreichisches Museum fuer Angewandte Kunst, Vienna, Austria
Palm Springs Desert Museum, Palm Springs, California
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Pennsylvania
Phoenix Art Museum, Arizona
Renwick Callery, Smithsonian lnstitution, Washington, D.C. *
San Francisco Museum of Art, California
Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Santa Barbara, California
Seattle Art Museum, Washington
Skirball Museum, Los Angeles, California
Slater memorial Museum, Norwich, Connecticut
David and Alfred Smart Callery / University of Chicago, lllinois
The George Walter Vincent Smith Art Museum, Springfield, Massachusetts

J.B. Speed Art Museum, Louisville, Kentucky
The Maurice Spertus Museum of Judaica, Chicago, lllinois
Springfield Art Museum, Springfield, Missouri
Tucson Museum of Art, Arizona
University of California at Los Angeles
University of Chicago, lllinois
U niversity of Minnesota, Minneapol is
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of Oregon, Eugene
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Utah Museum, University of Utah, Salt Lake City
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, England
The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Virginia
Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Charles A. Wustum Museum of Fine Arts, Racine, Wisconsin

* - Museum owning collaborative work of Gertrud and Otto Natzler
and solo work of Otto Natzler


